
Ingredients 58% plastics, 25% metals, 16% ceramics, 1% flame retardants.

Metals include: copper, nickel, silver, aluminium, gold, manganese, 
palladium, lead, platinum, tin, tantalum, niobium, lithium, euopium + ...

Components include: ambient light sensor, optical proximity sensor, 
microphone, humidity sensor, gyroscope, digital compass, atmospheric 
pressure sensor, accelerometer, temperature sensor, capacitive touch 
sensor  + wifi & 3G capabilities (link)

Justice issues - conflict minerals funding civil war in Democratic Republic of the Congo
- worker welfare, health, safety & suicides at assembly plants in China
- forced student labour in assembly plants in China

MoCC event/
place

Information 
resources

- Human cost of mining in DR Congo. BBC News 2 September 2009 (link)
- In China, the Human Costs That Are Built Into an iPad. New York Times, 25 

January 2012 (link)
- China Contractor Again Faces Labour Issue on iPhones. New York Times 

10 September 2012 (link)
- First Recognition of Occupational Breast Cancer from Samsung 

Semiconductor plant. GoodElectronics 17 December 2012 (link)

Activist 
events & 
resources

- iPhone 3G - already with pictures! followthethings.com Sept 2012 (link) 
- iPad suicides timeline (2010). followthethings.com March 2011 (link)
- Mike Daisey’s 2012 ‘The Agony & the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs’ (link)
- ‘Phone Story’ game. followthethings.com Nov 2012 (link)
- ‘iPhone 4CF’ (conflict free) spoof. followthethings.com  (link)
- Students & Scholars Against Corporate Misbehaviour (SACOM) site (link)
- Bandi Mbubi’s 2012 ‘Demand a fair trade cell phone’ TED talk (video link)
- Congo Calling site (link)
- ‘Tantalum Memorial’ art work (link)

MoCC Card 1:                                                              smartphone / tablet computer
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READING 1: “...one day, I was relaxing on the internet - which for me means reading Macintosh news 
sites, which, I should specify, have no actual news in them. They’re instead filled with rumors about what 
Apple will do next, written exclusively by people who have no fucking idea what Apple will do next, but, for 
some reason, I find this soothing. So, I’m reading one of these news sites when this article gets posted. 
And it’s about the fact that someone bought an iPhone and when they got it, it wasn’t blank - it had 
information on it from inside the factory. And in fact, in the camera roll, there were pictures on it. From 
inside the factory. They posted these pictures into the article, and I looked at these pictures, and they took 
my breath away. They’re not very good pictures, you know - they’re just testing that the camera on the 
phone works, they’re not of anything, but I’ll never forget them. There were four of them. ... the fourth was 
a woman. She doesn’t know her picture’s being taken. She’s looking off in another direction, she’s 
wearing a clean suit, she has no expression on her face. And I looked at these pictures, and I downloaded 
these pictures to my desktop, and I put them in a folder on my desktop, and in the weeks and months that 
followed I found myself returning to them again and again, almost compulsively. I would mouse over, and I 
would open that folder, and then I would use Exposé and I would fan the pictures across my desktop and I 
would look at them. Who are these people? Because you have to understand, I have dedicated an 
embarrassing amount of my life to the study of these machines. I’m an amateur, but I am a dedicated 
amateur. I understand as best I can how the hardware works and how the software rests on the hardware, 
and in all that time, until I saw those pictures, it was only then that I realized I had never thought, ever, in a 
dedicated way, about how they were made. ... I started to think how if this phone has four pictures on it, 
taken by hand in testing, then every iPhone has four pictures on it, taken in testing, every iPhone in the 
world. By hand. I started to think. And that’s always a problem ... The moment when you begin to 
think’ (Daisey 2012, 19-20).

READING 2: “Can you all please reach into your pockets and take out your mobile phone? Feel that 
familiar weight, how naturally your finger slides towards the buttons. (Laughter) Can you imagine your 
world without it? It connects us to our loved ones, our family, friends and colleagues, at home and 
overseas. It is a symbol of an interconnected world. But what you hold in your hand leaves a bloody trail, 
and it all boils down to a mineral: tantalum, mined in the Congo as coltan. It is an anticorrosive heat 
conductor. It stores energy in our mobile phones, Playstations and laptops. It is used in aerospace and 
medical equipment as alloys. It is so powerful that we only need tiny amounts. It would be great if the 
story ended there. Unfortunately, what you hold in your hand has not only enabled incredible technological 
development and industrial expansion, but it has also contributed to unimaginable human suffering. Since 
1996, over five million people have died in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Countless women, men 
and children have been raped, tortured or enslaved. Rape is used as a weapon of war, instilling fear and 
depopulating whole areas. The quest for extracting this mineral has not only aided, but it has fueled, the 
ongoing war in the Congo. ... But don't throw away your phones yet, because the incredible irony is that 
the technology that has placed such unsustainable, devastating demands on the Congo is the same 
technology that has brought this situation to our attention. We only know so much about the situation in 
the Congo and in the mines because of the kind of communication the mobile phone allows. As with the 
Arab Spring, during the recent elections in the Congo, voters were able to send text messages of local 
polling stations to the headquarters in the capital, Kinshasa, and in the wake of the result, the diaspora 
has joined with the Carter Center, the Catholic Church and other observers to draw attention to the 
undemocratic result. The mobile phone has given people around the world an important tool towards 
gaining their political freedom. It has truly revolutionized the way we communicate on the planet. It has 
allowed momentous political change to take place. So we are faced with a paradox. The mobile phone is 
an instrument of freedom and an instrument of oppression” (Mbubi 2012, np).


