
Ingredients Cotton harvested, ginned, spun & woven into cloth, including denim, 
chambray, terrycloth, twill, seersucker & corduroy, stitched into clothing (link)

Justice issues - child labour in cotton harvesting in Uzbekistan (world’s biggest exporter);
- 100s of deaths caused by fires in garment factories in Bangladesh, etc.;
- garment trade in Zambia, etc. undermined by 2nd hand clothing exports.

MoCC event/
place

Information 
resources

- Anon (2009) Sen. Harkin introduces resolution concerning state-sponsored 
forced, child labor in Uzbekistan. US Fed News 17 April

- Anon (2012a) Tazreen factory fire: criminal negligence leads to tragedy. 
Union Solidarity International 29 November (link)

- Kandyoti, D. (2008) Invisible to the world; the dynamics of forced child 
labour in the cotton sector of Uzbekistan. London: SOAS (link)

- Wrinkle, H., Eriksson, E. & Lee, A. (2012) Apparel Industry trends: from 
farm to factory. Half Moon Bay, CA: Not For Sale (link)

- Yardley, J. (2012) Horrific fire revealed a gap in safety for global brands. 
New York Times 6 December (link)

- T-shirt travels. followthethings.com  April 2011 (link)

Activist 
events & 
resources

- Cotton Crimes campaign (link) - War on Want’s “Love Fashion, Hate 
Sweatshops” campaign (link) - Clean Clothes Campaign (link) 

- Anon (2012b) Over 100 cos eschew Uzbek cotton. eurasia.net  1 Nov (link)
- Anon (2012c) Boycott is not the solution, we need effective regulation! War 

on Want 3 December (link)
- Doward, J. (2012) H&M comes under pressure to act on child labour 

cotton. The Observer 16 December (link)
- Eidelson, J. (2012) Activists Stage 'Block the Boat' Protest Against Ship 

Bearing Walmart Goods From Bangladesh. The Nation 18 Dec (link)
- Walmart could have prevented this. SumOfUS petition, 6 Dec 2012 (link)
- H&M needs to prevent slave-grown cotton from entering its supply chain 

again. SumOfUS petition, 7 Jan 2013 (link)
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READING 1: “Uzbekistan is the third largest exporter of cotton in the world, and cotton is 1 of the 
largest sources of export revenue ...; ...[it]  has signed ... the International Labour Organization 
(ILO) ... Minimum Age Convention ... and the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention ... but ... 
[Kandyoto 2008] ... conclude[d] that approximately 2,400,000 schoolchildren ... between the ages of 
10 and 15 are forcibly recruited into [its] annual cotton harvest;  ... a report by the Rapid Reaction 
Group indicates that schoolchildren who cannot fulfill their daily picking quotas are forced to make up 
the difference in cash from the pockets of their own families; ... the children working in the cotton 
fields are stressed by the pressure to fulfill ... quotas, physically abused by arduous work ... , and 
subjected to poor and hazardous living conditions during the harvest period; ... [and] international 
brands such as Gap, H&M, Levi Strauss, Limited Brands, Target, Tesco, and Wal-Mart have banned 
cotton from Uzbekistan from their products and instructed their suppliers to comply with the 
ban” (Anon 2009).

READING 2: ”it is difficult to trace Uzbek cotton back to its source. Much of it ends up in Bangladesh 
and China. As a result, many fashion chains cannot guarantee that their clothing is free of Uzbek 
cotton” (Doward 2012 link).

READING 3: ASHULIA, Bangladesh [24 November 2012]: “The fire alarm shattered the monotony of 
the Tazreen Fashions factory. Hundreds of seamstresses looked up from their machines, startled. On 
the third floor, Shima Akhter Pakhi had been stitching hoods onto fleece jackets. Now she ran to a 
staircase. But two managers were blocking the way. Ignore the alarm, they ordered. It was just a test. 
Back to work. A few women laughed nervously. Ms. Pakhi and other workers returned to their sewing 
tables. She could stitch a hood to a jacket in about 90 seconds. She arranged the fabric under her 
machine. Ninety seconds. Again. Ninety more seconds. She sewed six pieces, maybe seven. Then 
she looked up. Smoke was filtering up through the three staircases. Screams rose from below. The 
two managers had vanished. Power suddenly went out throughout the eight-story building. There was 
nowhere to escape. The staircases led down into the fire. Iron grilles blocked the windows. A man 
cowering in a fifth-floor bathroom called his mother to tell her he was about to die. ''We all panicked,'' 
Ms. Pakhi said. ''It spread so quickly. And there was no electricity. It was totally dark.'' Tazreen 
Fashions Ltd. operated at the beginning of the global supply chain that delivers clothes made in 
Bangladesh to stores in Europe and the United States. By any measure, the factory was not a safe 
place to work. Fire safety preparations were woefully inadequate. The building itself was under 
construction - even as sewing work continued inside - and mounds of flammable yarn and fabric were 
illegally stored on the ground floor near electrical generators. Yet Tazreen was making clothing 
destined for some of the world's top retailers. On the third floor, where firefighters later recovered 69 
bodies, Ms. Pakhi was stitching sweater jackets for C&A, a European chain. On the fifth floor, workers 
were making Faded Glory shorts for Walmart. Ten bodies were recovered there. On the sixth floor, a 
man named Hashinur Rahman put down his work making True Desire lingerie for Sears and 
eventually helped save scores of others. ... In all, 112 workers were killed in a blaze last month that 
has exposed a glaring disconnect among global clothing brands, the monitoring system used to 
protect workers and the factories actually filling the orders” (Yardley 2012 link).
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