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1) INTRO

Two problems: 

1) much more advice is given about ‘field’ methods than writing methods 

2) social science writing can squeeze the life out of lively research encounters & findings.  

A question: 

What other forms of expression can more richly convey that ‘life’? 

A challenge: 

How can they be usefully drawn into academic writing?

FILMIC & OTHER WRITING



2) RUSHED 
HISTORY



2) RUSHED 
HISTORY



2) WRITING & 
READING 



UMBERTO ECO (2006, P.30)

“THE TEXT IS BASED ON THE THEORETICAL 
MENTAL COLLABORATION OF THE READER, WHO 
MUST FREELY INTERPRET AN ARTISTIC DATUM, A 
PRODUCT OF WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN 
ORGANISED IN ITS STRUCTURAL ENTIRELY.”



2) WRITING & 
READING 



ANNE BURDICK, JOHANNA DRUCKER, PETER LUNENFELD, TODD PRESSIER & JEFFREY SCHNAPP (2012, 29)

“ARTEFACTS CREATED BY DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES THAT 
‘LIVE’ IN DIGITAL ENVIRONMENTS ARE COMPARATIVELY 
DIFFERENT - IN TERMS OF MATERIAL COMPOSITION, 
AUTHORSHIP, MEANING-MAKING, CIRCULATION, 
READING, VIEWING, NAVIGATION, EMBODIMENT, 
INTERACTION AND EXPRESSIVITY - FROM ARTEFACTS 
CREATED BY THE WORLD OF PRINT.”



3) A PATTERN  
LANGUAGE



WITOLD RYBCZYNSKI (2009, NP).

“ALEXANDER’S GOAL WAS … TO 
CATALOG THE ENTIRE BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT - FROM TOWNS TO 
BEDROOMS - AS A COLLECTION OF 
DISCRETE ‘PATTERNS’, 253 OF THEM. 
EACH PATTERN WAS EXPLAINED, 
SUPPORTED BY RESEARCH, AND 
ILLUSTRATED BY SKETCHES AND 
PHOTOGRAPHS. THE PATTERNS 
WERE LINKED TO ONE ANOTHER, 
SHOWING WHICH ONES WORKED 
WELL TOGETHER…”



















“THE BEST THINGS ABOUT THIS BOOK IS ITS MODULAR 
[INTERLOCKING] STRUCTURE. EACH SHORT PIECE ENDS WITH 
A LIST OF RELATED PIECES IN THE BOOK … SO YOU CAN 
WANDER, WEAVING BETWEEN PRACTICE  AND THOERY … 
FORGING YOUR OWN PATH. … IT’S A SLOW DIGESTION TEXT 
THAT MIGHT BEST BE USED FOR REFERENCE OR INSPIRATION.”

“[IT’S SIMILAR TO A] POPULAR TRAVEL GUIDE BOOK, WITH SIDE 
COLUMNS HIGHLIGHTING KEY POINTS, CASE STUDIES, AND 
FURTHER INSIGHTS … [WHICH] MAKES IT COMFORTABLY FAMILIAR 
AND EASY TO NAVIGATE, OFFERING BITESIZED, ACCESSIBLE TIDBITS 
THAT ARE RELEVANT AND FAST-PACED. A READER CAN PICK THE 
BOOK UP, OPEN TO ANY PAGE, AND HAVE AN IMMEDIATE TAKE-AWAY.”

“IT IS NOT … A BOOK THAT ONE ‘FINISHES’ IN ANY CONVENTIONAL SENSE.”

“UNLIKE MANY BOOKS OF THIS SORT, IT IS COMPLETELY 
ENJOYABLE, FUNNY AND CONCISE.” Haliation 2012, np.

Simpson 2017, 54

Anon 2012, np.

Mike 2012, np.



4) OUR 
HANDBOOK























5) WRITING 
FOLLOWING



Please contact us @ i.j.cook@exeter.ac.uk with any comments  
and/or if you want to become part of the book’s ‘user crew’.

Thanks


